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What is claimed is: 



s J¥)~ y \^ * • A me thod comprising: 

2 creating a plurality of categories, each category identifying an attribute; 

3 associating products having at least one attribute with at least one category; and 

4 upon selection of a main product, displaying at least one other related product haying 

5 at least one attribute in common with the main product. 

1 2. The mfeffi^d of claim 1 , wherein a user selects the main product. 
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1 5\)y~\ 3. The\ method of claim 1, further comprising, displaying at least one other 

PA * \ 

2 product that is not r&lated by a category to the main product. 

1 4. The method of claim 1, further comprising, assigning a weight bias to each 

2 category based upon a predefined importance of the respective category. 



5. The method of claim 4, further comprising: 

determining "lilce" categories for the main product, a "like" category being a 
category that the main product ia associated with; 

selecting one of tha "like" categories; and 

randomly selecting me at least one other related product from the selected 
"like" category. 



1 6. The method of claim 5, ^herein selecting one of the "like" categories includes 

2 utilizing the weight biases for the categories in a randomly based selection algorithm to select 

3 one of the "like" categories. 
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7. The metho I of claim 5, further comprising: 



determinir 



g "dislike" categories for the main product, a "dislike" category 



heing a category that the r lain product is not associated with; 

selecting o|ie of the "dislike" categories utilizing the weight biases for the 
categories in a randomly bbsed selection algorithm; and 

randomly selecting at least one other product from the selected "dislike" 

category. 



1 8. The method pf claim 5, further comprising: 

2 selecting a category from the plurality of categories utilizing the weight biases 

3 of the categories in a randomly based selection algorithm; and 

4 randomly selecting a product from the selected category. 
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9. The method Af claim 1, further comprising: 

scoring each fcroduct based upon weight biases of "like" categories and 
"dislike" categories, a "like"lcategory being a category that the main product is associated 



with, a "dislike" category be: 



respective category's import; 



ig a category that the main product is not associated with, a 



weight bias being a predefine d value assigned to each respective category to denote the 



ice; 



creating a "liki" score table, the "like" score table including a "like" score for 

8 each of the products indicating the relatedness of the product to the main product; and 

9 randomly selecting the at least one other related product from the "like" score 
10 table using the "like" scores as} a weight bias. 



1 10. The method of (flaim 9, further comprising: 

2 creating a "disliHe" score table, the "dislike" score table including a "dislike" 

3 score for each product indicating the unrelatedness of the product to the main product, the 

4 "dislike" score table being the transposition of the "like score table"; and 
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5 randomly selecting at least one other product from the "dislike" score table 

6 using the "dislike" scores as a weight bias. 

1 11. The Aethod of claim 10, further comprising, selecting at least one other 

2 product at random from one of the plurality of categories. 



1 12. A machtae-readable medium having stored thereon instructions, which when 

2 executed by a machine, fcauses the machine to perform operations comprising: 

3 creating a pluralityiof categories, each category identifying an attribute; 

4 associating productsuiaving at least one attribute with at least one category; and 

5 upon selection of a maMn product, displaying at least one other related product having 

6 at least one attribute in common with the main product. 

1 13. The marine-readable medium of claim 12, wherein a user selects the main 

2 product. \ 



machine-readable medium of claim 12, further comprising the operation 



2 of displaying at lea\t one other product that is not related by a category to the main product. 



1 15. The machine-readable medium of claim 12, further comprising the operation 

2 of assigning a weight bi^s to each category based upon a predefined importance of the 

3 respective category. 
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1 6. The machine\eadable medium of claim 1 5, further comprising the operations 



of: 



determining "liktf ' categories for the main product, a "like" category being a 
category that the main product is Associated with; 

selecting one of the ^ike" categories; and 
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6 randon^y selecting the at least one other related product from the selected 

7 "like" category. 

1 17. The machine-readable medium of claim 1 6, wherein the operation of selecting 

2 one of the "like" categories includes utilizing the weight biases for the categories in a 

3 randomly based selection algorithm to select one of the "like" categories. 



18. The machineVreadable medium of claim 16, further comprising the operations 
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of: 



3 determining 'Tdislike" categories for the main product, a "dislike" category 

4 being a category that the mainvproduct is not associated with; 

5 selecting one oftthe "dislike" categories utilizing the weight biases for the 

6 categories in a randomly based selection algorithm; and 

7 randomly selecting at least one other product from the selected "dislike" 

8 category. 



19. The machine-readableYmedium of claim 16, further comprising the operations 



of: 



selecting a category fromVthe plurality of categories utilizing the weight biases 
of the categories in a randomly based selection algorithm; and 

randomly selecting a product from the selected category. 
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20. The machine-readable mediuntof claim 12, further comprising the operations 



of: 



scoring each product based upon Weight biases of "like" categories and 
"dislike" categories, a "like" category being a category that the main product is associated 
with, a "dislike" category being a category that the Win product is not associated with, a 
weight bias being a predefined value assigned to eacnjespective category to denote the 
respective category's importance; 
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8 . creating a "Hke" score table, the "like" score table including a "like" score for 

9 each of the products indicating the relatedness of the product to the main product; and 

10 randomly selecting the at least one other related product from the "like" score 

11 table using the "like" scores ai a weight bias. 

1 21 . The machine-reaflable medium of claim 20, further comprising the operations 

2 of: \ 

3 creating a "dislikeT score table, the "dislike" score table including a "dislike" 

4 score for each product indicating the unrelatedness of the product to the main product, the 

5 "dislike" score table being the transposition of the "like score table"; and 

6 randomly selecting at least one other product from the "dislike" score table 

7 using the "dislike" scores as a weighl bias. 

1 22. The machine-readable Vnedium of claim 2 1 , further comprising the operation 

2 of selecting at least one other product a| random from one of the plurality of categories. 

3 \ 

1 23. An apparatus comprising: \ 

2 a processor and a memory coupled thereto, the memory storing a visual browser; 

3 a network interface to couple to a computer network; 

4 the visual browser, \ 

5 creating a plurality of categories,Wch category identifying an attribute; 

6 associating products having at leastVme attribute with at least one category; 

7 and \ 
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8 upon selectioH'of a main product by a user in communication with the visual 

9 browser via the/computer network causing the display of at least one other related 
10 product having at least one attribute in common with the main product. 

1 24. The appara^jfjRlaim 23, wherein the computer network is the Internet. 

1 ^hTI 25\ The apparatus of claim 23 , wherein the visual browser causes the display of at 

2 least one other product that is not related to the main product. 

1 26. Vhe apparatus of claim 23 , wherein the visual browser assigns a weight bias to 

2 each category based upon a predefined importance of the respective category. 

1 27. ThAapparatus of claim 26, wherein the visual browser: 

2 determines "like" categories for the main product, a "like" category being a 
3. category that the main product is associated with; 

4 selects pne of the "like" categories; and 

5 randomlV selects the at least one other related product from the selected "like" 

6 category for display to trie user. 

1 28. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein selecting one of the "like" categories 

2 includes utilizing the weight Mases for the categories in a randomly based selection algorithm 

3 to select one of the "like" categories. 

1 29. The apparatus of clYim 27, wherein the visual browser: 

2 determines "dislike" Categories for the main product, a "dislike" category 

3 being a category that the main productMs not associated with; 

4 selects one of the "dislike^ categories utilizing the weight biases for the 

5 categories in a randomly based selection algorithm; and 

6 randomly selects at least one flrther product from the selected "dislike" 

7 category for display to the user. \ 
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1 30. The apparatuspf claim 27, wherein the visual browser: 

2 selects a categdry from the plurality of categories utilizing the weight biases of 

3 the categories in a randomly based selection algorithm; and 

4 , randomly selects a product from the selected category for display to the user. 
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1 31. The apparatus oftlaim 23, wherein the visual browser: 

2 scores each produdt based upon weight biases of "like" categories and 

3 ' "dislike" categories, a "like" categbry being a category that the main product is associated 

4 with, a "dislike" category being a category that the main product is not associated with, a 

5 weight bias being a predefined valud assigned to each respective category to denote the 

6 respective category's importance; 

7 creates a "like" score tkble, the "like" score table including a "like" score for 

8 each of the products indicating the relatedness of the product to the main product; and 

9 randomly selects the at laast one other related product from the "like" score 
table using the "like" scores as a weight bias for display to the user. 

1 32. The apparatus of claim 31, vVherein the visual browser: 

2 creates a "dislike" score table\the "dislike" score table including a "dislike" 

3 score for each product indicating the unrelatedVess of the product to the main product, the 

4 "dislike" score table being the transposition of me "like score table"; and 

5 randomly selects at least one otheftproduct from the "dislike" score table using 

6 the "dislike" scores as a weight bias for display to ttie user. 



1 33 . The apparatus of claim 3 1 , wherein the\ visual browser selects at least one 

2 other product at random from one of the plurality of categories. 
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